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Jubilee  Recalls  History  of  Industrial  Development 


Since  early  times  the  general  trend  of  Alberta's 
industrial  development  has  been  one  of  steady 
progress.  Though  obstacles  had  to  be  overcome, 
Alberta's  wealth  of  natural  resources  from  the 
beginning  promised  the  prosperity  seen  in  this 
jubilee  year. 

The  white  man's  earliest  attempt  to  exploit  the 
mineral  resources  of  Alberta  was  the  panning  of 
gold  along  the  North  Saskatchewan  River.  Although 
there  was  some  success,  gold  was 
never  found  in  large  enough  quan- 
tities to  establish  an  industry.  In- 
dustrial development  in  Alberta 
really  began  in  1869,  when  an  ambi- 
tious gold  prospector  named  Nicho- 
las Sheran  discovered  a  coal  deposit 
on  the  St.  Mary  River,  near  Fort 
Whoop-Up.  Shrewd  enough  to  know 
that  coal  was  in  short  supply  in 
Fort  Benton,  Montana,  he  began  a 
one-man  industry,  mining  the  coal 
and  selling  it  to  freighters  who  in  turn 
made  a  handsome  profit  in  Montana. 
Not  only  did  Alberta's  first  industry 
find  a  ready  market,  but  was  in- 
tended primarily  for  export. 

As  years  passed,  development  of  the  province's 
natural  resources  continued  in  ever  -  expanding 
scope.  From  Sheran's  one-man  coal  mine,  coal  pro- 
duction climbed  to  an  all-time  peak  of  8,824,455  tons 
by  1946,  before  declining  in  the  face  of  increasing 
competition  from  natural  gas  and  diesel  power. 
From  the  first  few  sawmills  established  in  Alberta 
in  the  1880's  the  value  of  forestry  production  rose  to 


$14,160,000  in  1954,  and  construction  of  the  $30,000,- 
000  Hinton  pulp  mill  indicates  its  importance  will 
continue  to  grow. 

The  first  cement  plant  in  Alberta  began  produc- 
tion at  the  turn  of  the  century  and  by  1954  had 
production  value  of  $7,685,930.  Salt  mining,  begun 
in  1907,  has  risen  to  the  1954  peak  of  31,568  tons. 
The  city  of  Medicine  Hat  has  been  the  ceramic 
leader  of  Alberta  since  1910. 
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The  purpose  of  the  ALBERTA  NEWS- 
LETTER is  to  provide  up-to-date  information 
about  development  and  opportunities  in  Al- 
berta. 

In  this  issue — 


Historical  development  of  natural 
resources. 

Continental  Can  Co.  of  Canada 
Ltd. 

Survey  of  Taber. 


During  the  early  years  of  devel- 
opment, agriculture  was  the  primary 
industry  of  the  pioneers.  From  simple 
homesteads  and  ranches,  Alberta 
has  developed  a  multi-million  dollar 
industry  of  mixed  farms,  cattle  rais- 
ing, production  and  refining  of  sugar 
beets,  vegetable  canning,  meat  pack- 
ing, cheese  and  butter  production. 

While  petroleum  and  natural 
gas  are  sometimes  considered  to  be 
newcomers  to  Alberta's  industrial 
field;  such  is  not  the  case.  Peter 
Pond  observed  the  Athabasca  bi- 
tuminous sands  in  1778  and  for 
generations  they  were  used  for  caulking  boats  and 
repairing  canoes.  Oil  deposits  in  Alberta  were 
investigated  in  1878,  and  natural  gas  discovered 
north-west  of  Redcliff  in  1885,  although  these 
products  did  not  immediately  become  important 
economic  factors.  The  1880's  saw  major  develop- 
ments in  the  field  of  natural  gas  as  it  was  used  for 
heating  and  lighting  in  Medicine  Hat,  but  pioneers 
had  to  wait  until  1914  for  the  discovery,  at  Turner 
Valley,  of  a  major  oil  field.  Development  at  this  field 
continued  until  1942,  when  the  peak  of  more  than 
10,000,000  barrels  daily  was  reached,  after  which 
production  began  to  drop  rapidly. 

With  the  end  in  sight  for  the  Turner  Valley  field, 
companies  began  exploration  for  new  oil  resources. 
On  February  13,  1947,  a  new  era  began  when 
Imperial  Oil  Limited,  brought  in  the  discovery  well 
at  Leduc.  One  year  later,  the  Redwater  field  was 
discovered,  and  was  followed  by  other  finds  through- 
out the  province.  The  value  of  oil  produced  in 
Alberta  was  practically  nil  in  1905.  In  less  than  50 
years  it  became  a  major  economic  factor,  reaching 
an  all-time  peak  of  $227,877,500  by  1954. 


View  of  the  Continental  Can  Co.  of  Canada  Ltd.  plant  in  Calgary. 


Continental  Can  Co.  of  Canada  Ltd.  Plant 


Double  and  single  wrap  paper  cups  and  tubs 
are  being  manufactured  for  the  first  time  in  Alberta 
at  the  Calgary  plant  of  the  Continental  Can  Co.  of 
Canada  Ltd. 

When  the  plant  went  into  production  on  Dec. 
2,  1954,  it  became  Alberta's  only  paper  container 
manufacturer  and  supplier  to  the  entire  western 
market,  selling  its  products  in  Manitoba,  Saskat- 
chewan, Alberta,  and  British  Columbia. 

Establishment  of  the  Calgary  plant  was  in 
agreement  with  an  established  policy  of  Continental 
Can  Company  of  Canada,  whose  head  office  is  at 
Montreal.  The  company  believes  it  is  good  business 
to  establish  small  branch  plants  in  areas  where  it 
sells  its  products,  feeling  that  the  new  business  and 
new  jobs  provided  by  such  a  plant  help  its  cus- 
tomers. 

With  paper  container  plants  at  New  Toronto, 
Hamilton,  and  Calgary  and  metal  container  plants 
at  New  Toronto,  Toronto,  Vancouver,  and  the  Mont- 
real suburb  of  Ville  St.  Laurent,  Continental  Can's 
operations  are  continental  in  more  than  name. 

The  Calgary  plant  is  located  on  a  21.9  acre 
site  on  the  Edmonton  trail,  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
the  C.P.R.  main  line  to  Edmonton.  Approximately  75 
persons  are  employed  in  the  plant,  which  has  an 
area  of  48,000  square  feet.  All  are  employed  from 
Alberta  except  for  certain  key  personnel. 

Although  the  company  is  known  throughout 
North  America  for  the  production  and  sale  of  paper 


and  metal  containers,  the  Calgary  plant  will  manu- 
facture only  paper  containers.  Supply  of  metal  con- 
tainers is  the  responsibility  of  the  Vancouver  plant, 
although  a  metal  container  sales  representative  has 
an  office  at  the  Calgary  plant. 

A  quick  tour  of  the  plant  gives  a  visitor  an  idea 
of  the  ingenious  machines  and  meticulous  care  that 
goes  into  the  manufacture  of  paper  containers  that 
will  bring  food  and  drink  to  thousands  of  consumers 
from  Winnipeg  to  Vancouver. 

Inspections  are  frequent  both  on  the  production 
line  and  in  the  quality  control  laboratory.  On  the 
production  line,  inspectors  make  tests  of  samples  of 
the  cups  and  tubs  to  assure  that  the  products  are 
meeting  production  specifications.  In  the  quality 
control  laboratory,  all  materials  received  at  the 
plant  are  tested  to  see  if  they  meet  specifications 
while  similar  tests  are  made  on  all  outgoing  pro- 
ducts. 

Employee  relations  are  an  important  part  of  the 
plant's  operation.  There  is  a  cafeteria  of  pleasing 
appearance,  an  Employees'  Activity  Club,  which 
finances  social  activities  with  company  and  em- 
ployees' contributions,  clean  and  modem  locker 
rooms,  a  first  aid  room,  and  pension  and  insurance 
benefits  for  all  employees  with  six  months'  service. 
Every  new  employee  is  given  a  medical  examina- 
tion before  being  hired,  a  precaution  that  protects 
the  health  and  safety  of  the  workers  as  well  as 
assuring  greater  productive  efficiency. 
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TOWN  OF  TABER 

Location:  Section  32-9-16-W4  in  Census  Division  No. 
1;  two  miles  south  of  the  Oldman  River  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and  Highway  No.  3, 
between  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat. 

Altitude:  2,650  feet. 

Temperature:  Mean  summer  58  degrees;  mean 
winter  29  degrees;  yearly  average  41  degrees. 

Rainfall:  Average  annual  rainfall  9.96  inches;  aver- 
age annual  snowfall  50.5  inches;  average  total 
precipitation  15.01  inches. 

Geology:  West  of  the  town  bedrock  is  of  the  Bearpaw 
formation,  composed  of  marine  shales;  east  is 
the  older  Belly  River  formation,  consisting  of 
shales,  sand  shales  and  sandstone  of  fresh  and 
brackish  water  origin.  Coal  is  mined  from  the 
Belly  River  series  which  is  also  a  horizon  in 
which  fossils  of  vertebrates  of  Cretaceous  Age 
are  found. 

Soil:  Taber  is  in  the  "Brown"  soil  zone. 

Dryness  limits  crop  production,  though  most 
of  the  area  is  suitable  for  ranching.  Where 
farmed,  wheat  is  the  principal  crop,  and 
measures  for  moisture  conservation  and  control 
of  soil  drifting  must  be  taken.  A  long  frost-free 
period  makes  this  area  a  desirable  one  for 
irrigation  development.  Soil  is  low  in  nitrogen, 
and  under  irrigation  often  responds  to  phosphor- 
ous fertilizers. 

Natural  vegetation  is  principally  short 
grass. 

History:  Though  the  first  land  survey  of  the  Taber 
area  was  in  1883,  homesteaders,  mostly  Mor- 
mon families  from  Utah,  did  not  arrive  until  20 
years  later.  The  first  settlers  were  the  Hull 
brothers,  James,  Tom  and  John,  who  came  from 
Burley,  Idaho,  in  1903.  The  fall  of  that  year:  J.  E. 
Evanson,  later  first  mayor  of  Taber,  arrived  in 
that  area. 

In  1904  Senator  Tabor  of  Colorado  visited 
the  area,  and  his  name  was  given  to  a  post 
office  then  being  built  there.  Under  the  North 
West  Territories  administration  Taber  became  a 
village  on  April  3,  1905,  and  was  incorporated 
as  a  town  by  the  Alberta  government  on  July  1, 
1907,  when  the  name  was  changed  to  Taber. 

The  last  homestead  in  the  district  was  taken 
up  in  1910.  During  1913-1914  drought  forced 
many  early  settlers  to  leave  their  farms. 

Coal-mining  of  seams  along  the  Oldman 
River  developed  from  1905  to  1913,  when  the 
Drumheller  mines,  with  their  thicker  seams, 
began  to  force  local  mines  out  of  business.  The 
population  of  the  town  dropped  from  2,000  to 
1,200. 

Water  was  turned  into  the  Taber  Irrigation 
District  on  September  10,  1920,  and  the  Taber 
oil  field  was  discovered  in  March  1937.  The  first 


vegetable  canning  plant  was  established  in 
1934,  and  the  present  sugar  refinery  completed 
in  1950. 

Living  Conditions:  Good  transportation  facilities  by 
rail,  bus  or  truck,  and  communications  by 
phone,  mail  or  telegraph  are  provided  in  Taber, 
which  is  32  miles  east  of  Lethbridge.  Camping 
and  picnic  grounds  are  on  the  tree-fringed  banks 
of  the  Oldman  river,  two  miles  north. 

The  town  has  a  library,  a  social  hall,  two 
movie  theatres,  and  many  sports  activities. 
There  is  a  swimming  pool,  two  fifty  room  hotels, 
and  three  tourist  camps.  There  is  a  serious  hous- 
ing shortage,  with  90  per  cent  of  the  homes 
owner-occupied,  and  average  rent  for  a  4  or  5 
room  frame  cottage  is  $35  to  $45  a  month. 

Administration:  The  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
elected  for  two  years,  and  six  councillors,  two 
of  whom  are  elected  each  year  for  three  years. 
A  secretary-treasurer  administers. 

Fire  Protection:  There  is  a  volunteer  brigade  of  21 
men.  An  elevated,  90,000  gallon  water  tank 
with  a  flow  pressure  of  10  to  15  lbs.  p.s.i.  serves 
53  hydrants  for  fire  protection.  The  town  may 
use  the  C.P.R.'s  40,000  gallon  tank  in  emerg- 
encies. 

Tax  Structure:  Taxation  for  municipal,  school  and 
hospital  purposes  totalled  $356,748.36  in  1954. 
Among  the  total  Net  assessments  were  $7,206,- 
680  for  municipal  purposes  and  $6,455,010  for 
Public  School  Division  No.  6.  Mill  rate  in  1954 
was  51  mills,  made  up  of  13  municipal,  32 
school,  and  6  hospital. 

Power:  Three  phase  60-cycle  power  is  supplied  by 
Calgary  Power  Ltd.,  and  domestic  and  commer- 
cial service  is  available. 
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Water:  Water  is  obtained  from  the  Oldman  river  two 
miles  north,  and  electrically  pumped  into  a 
90,000  gallon  elevated  tank  providing  average 
static  pressure  of  25  lbs.  p.s.i.  Waterworks  and 
distribution  system  is  owned  by  the  town.  A 
1,000,000  gallon  ground  storage  tank  was  built 
in  1954.  Water  rate  for  the  first  720  cubic  feet 
is  $4.50  and  40  cents  per  hundred  cubic  feet  for 
next  900  cubic  feet. 

Fuel:  Natural  gas  with  a  calorific  value  of  approxi- 
mately 1000  b.t.u.'s  per  cubic  foot  as  delivered 
is  supplied  by  the  Canadian  Western  Natural 
Gas  Co.  Rate  is  $1.50  per  month  for  first  m.c.f. 
or  less,  and  27  cents  per  additional  m.c.f.  Com- 
mercial and  Industrial  Combinations  rate  is 
$1.50  per  month  for  first  four  m.c.f.  and  28  cents 
per  month  for  additional  m.c.f.  Propane  is  avail- 
able in  100  lb.  cylinders  at  $7,  in  bulk  at  17  to 
20  cents,  and  diesel  tractor  fuel  at  ISV2  cents 
per  gallon. 

Resources:  Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  dairy  products, 
poultry  products,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs, 
sugar  beets  and  by-products,  sugar,  corn,  peas, 
beans,  cucumbers,  pumpkins,  small  fruits, 
honey,  sub-bituminous  coal,  oil,  natural  gas,  and 
gravel. 

Health  Services:  Taber  Municipal  Hospital  was  built 
in  1943,  and  has  official  capacity  of  37  beds  and 
12  bassinets.  Staff  is  one  matron,  nine  graduate 
nurses,  and  seven  nurses'  aides.  Rates  are  one 
to  three  dollars  for  ratepayers  and  five  to  seven 
dollars  for  non-ratepayers  who  can  secure  con- 
tracts for  the  cheaper  rates. 

There  are  also  five  doctors,  one  dentist, 
one  chiropractor,  one  veterinary,  two  optome- 
trists, two  drug  stores  and  one  funeral  director. 

Professional  and  Skilled  Personal  Services:  There  is 
one  establishment  of  auditors  and  public  ac- 
countants, one  of  barristers  and  solicitors,  three 
beauty  parlors,  five  barber  shops,  and  two  watch 
repair  services. 

Transportation:  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  runs  two 
trains  daily  each  way  from  Lethbridge  to  Medi- 
cine Hat  via  Taber.  Three  buses  run  daily  each 
way  on  the  same  route.  There  is  daily  bus  ser- 
vice to  Vauxhall,  two  taxi  stands  with  a  total  of 
three  cars,  and  freight  hauling  by  truck  daily 
between  Medicine  Hat,  Lethbridge,  and  Cal- 
gary. 

Communications:  Alberta  Government  Telephones, 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  and  a  post  office. 
The  nearest  radio  station  is  CJOC  at  Lethbridge. 
The  Taber  Times,  the  weekly  newspaper,  has  a 
circulation  of  878. 

Financial  Facilities:  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce, 
Bank  of  Montreal,  and  Alberta  Government 
Treasury  Branch. 


Hotel  and  Tourist  Camps:  Two  50-room  hotels  have 
rates  of  $1.50  and  $1.75  up.  There  are  three 
tourist  camps,  one  for  trailers  and  tents  only, 
the  others  having  a  total  of  25  units.  Rates  for 
the  unit  camps  are  $2  and  $4  and  up  daily,  for 
the  other  camp  the  rate  is  $4  and  $5  a  week. 

Churches:  Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Free 
Evangelical,  Pentecostal,  Latter  Day  Saints,  and 
Buddhist. 

Lodges  and  Service  Clubs:  Masons,  Eastern  Star, 
Loyal  Order  of  the  Moose,  Ladies  of  the  Moose, 
Kiwanis,  Lions,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Cana- 
dian Legion,  and  Ladies'  Auxilary  Canadian 
Legion. 

Education:  There  are  four  school  buildings;  one  is  a 
new  $250,000  high  school.  Town  schools  have 
1,081  pupils  and  43  teachers  for  grades  1-12. 
Eleven  buses  transport  rural  students  to  town 
schools.  Extra-curricular  subjects  are  farm  mech- 
anics, motor  mechanics,  shop  work,  commercial 
subjects,  home  economics,  art,  music  and 
drama. 

Industrial  Development:  Taber  is  one  of  Alberta's 
most  important  industrial  areas.  Most  of  the 
businesses  get  the  bulk  of  their  merchandise 
from  Lethbridge.  Development  of  the  town  de- 
pends a  good  deal  on  the  development  of  that 
city.  Irrigation  begun  in  1920  paved  the  way  for 
prosperity  and  stability  in  the  Taber  district. 
Sugar  beet  growing  began  in  earnest  about 
1925. 

Oil  was  discovered  near  Taber  in  March, 
1937,  and  there  are  now  20  wells  in  the  area 
capable  of  production.  Many  acres  are  used  for 
vegetable-growing,  particularly  cucumbers  for 
pickling.  Perhaps  the  world's  most  efficient 
sugar  refinery  was  put  into  operation  in  Taber 
in  1950.  It  cost  $5,500,000  and  can  process  2,400 
tons  of  beets  every  24  hours.  It  is  Taber's  largest 
industrial  development  in  recent  years.  The 
corn  and  pea  canning  industries  are  valued  at 
a  total  of  approximately  $450,000.  The  by-pro- 
ducts from  all  three  crops  supply  roughage  for  a 
rapidly-growing  cattle  industry. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON 
TABER,  WRITE: 

Town  Clerk 
Town  of  Taber,  Alberta 

or 

Director  of  Industrial  Development 
Legislative  Building 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
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